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snapshot
> Lives

Bridgeman Downs

> Favourite room In the lounge with
his Playstation 3
> At a glance

- Co-founded charity
initiative Swim 4 Kids
- Recently
completed the Gold
Coast’s Kokoda
Challenge
- Brisbane radio
announcer for more
than a decade
- Is a trainee
auctioneer

Paul ‘Campo’ Campion Radio personality & auctioneer
>> Words > Andrea Lunt >> Photograph > Pete Johnson
1. MICROPHONE
Campo switched on his first radio
microphone in the mid 1980s as
part of a high school gig in Mackay
for FM station 4MK. After leaving
central Queensland, he worked in
Sydney before moving to Brisbane
where he has graced the city’s
airwaves for the past 12 years.
At his current station 97.3FM he
used to form part of the breakfast
team but now fills the afternoon
drivetime slot. “I love what I do,
it’s awesome,’’ Campo said. “I
don’t think of it as a job.’’

2. GAVEL
When he’s not on the radio, Campo
loves dropping the gavel as a trainee
property auctioneer. Currently
working under the direction of a
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coach, he hopes to achieve his full
auctioneering licence next year.
“I love getting out in front of the
crowds; the thrill of the result and
getting the right price,’’ he said.

3. KOKODA WALKING
STICKS AND SHOES
Inspired by his grandfather, a solider
posted in Papua New Guinea during
World War II, Campo this year
completed the Kokoda Challenge in
the Gold Coast hinterland. Covering
96 kilometres of rugged terrain with
climbs totalling 5000 metres, the
challenge replicates the infamous
Papua New Guinean trek and helps
raise funds for Kokoda Kids, a
program for young Queenslanders.
Taking 31 hours and 26 minutes to
complete, Campo jokingly described

the arduous trek as “the most
horrific thing I’ve ever done’’.

4. FAMILY
Campo, wife Lea, and youngsters
Sam, 7, and Georgia, 1, have lived
in their Bridgeman Downs home on
Brisbane’s outer north for the past
12 months. Campo and Lea met in
2006 at a charity dance competition
in which he was appearing as a
celebrity contestant and she was
competing as a professional ballroom
dancer. Despite being rivals in the
comp they hit it off, marrying at
Suttons Beach in Redcliffe earlier
this year.

5. SWIM 4 KIDS TSHIRT
Now in its third year, Swim 4 Kids
is a charity initiative co-founded
by Campo to raise money for the

Royal Brisbane Children’s Hospital
Foundation. As part of the weekendlong event Brisbane locals, sporting
identities and corporate teams
gather for a “tag-team’’ swim across
Moreton Bay in a giant shark-proof
cage. Each participant swims for
one-kilometre, from Breakfast Creek
to Tangalooma on Moreton Island,
and back again. This year’s event
will be held from September 18.

5. PLAYSTATION 3
A self-confessed Playstation addict,
Campo spends much of his time
behind the controls of the popular
games console, with son Sam by his
side. A big kid at heart, he bought
his prized PS3 last year. “I once had
a particular game, God of War, and
Lea didn’t see me for three months,”
he said.
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